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Dear Fezeka, Lynne, Wendy and Beverley,  
 
RE: Lease agreement for Vodacom Cellphone mast (Base Station 2350) in Hymany 
Park (Stand 3849). 
 
Wendy Alexander’s emailed notice (sent on 3 December) regarding the Development Application 
(Renewal) for the cellphone mast in Hymany Park proved to be the necessary impetus to enable me 
to draft this letter on behalf of RRVA.  This is something our board of directors has been grappling 
with, and unable to agree upon, given the absurdity and complexity of the problem.  We consulted 
three different attorneys for legal advice, including one who gave written opinion.   
 
On 15 June 2019, the current RRVA Board of Directors discovered documents (which we inherited 
from the past Chairman) pertaining to this cellphone mast structure in Hymany Park including a 
“lease agreement” drafted by Vodacom dated 15 July 2008, in which the RRVA (the Lessor) is shown 
to have leased Stand 3489 to Vodacom (the Lessee) – see Annexure A.  This agreement was signed, 
without our knowledge, approval or consent, by our former Chairman Phil Culham. We are currently 
seeking legal opinion and advice on what action to take against our errant former chairman. 
 
At the back of this lease agreement is an invoice from Phil Culham of RRVA for “Rental” for the 
period 1 December 2007 to 3 October 2017 – a period of 9 years and 11 months.  I must emphasise 
that none of the current directors (all appointed in November 2018), had any role in this agreement 
or knowledge of the circumstances surrounding it.  I have written to four of the past directors 
(including the past Chairman) who were involved during the period of this lease asking them to 
furnish further details and background.  Three of them failed to provide any written response 
whatsoever and one responded with hostility but divulged nothing significant.  (I will gladly provide 
this correspondence at your request). 
 
As newly appointed directors, we find this entire lease agreement absurd and impossible to fathom.  
The RRVA has never owned any land and does not own Stand 3489 in Hymany Park.  Every director 
who has ever served the organisation must have known this because land has never been listed as 
an asset on our balance sheet in any audited financial statements in our entire history of more than 
20 years.  Phil Culham always referred to all non-member income as “sponsorship” despite the fact 
that the Income Statement always showed this as “Rental Income”.  This position was corroborated 
by a Windeed search shortly after our discovery in August.  This confirmed that the land belongs to 
the “Greater Johannesburg Transitional Metropolitan COU”. 
 
The other affected parties must also have known clearly that the land was never owned by RRVA.  
We fail to understand how Vodacom could not have known since they surely would have needed to 
acquire the title deeds from the registered owner for building approval?   Should the Building Control 
Officer (BCO) employed by the City of Joburg not have known because he would have needed the 
title deeds, and consent of the land owner, to approve the plans?  Furthermore, since your 
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subsequent email on 3 December clarified that this was a renewal of an existing lease with the City, 
both City of Joburg and Vodacom must have both known the identity of the true owner?   
 
We are further perplexed by the fact that we continued to receive income from Vodacom subsequent 
to the expiry of this “rental” agreement – see Table below in which two further payments were made 
in 2017 and 2018.  It may be that all along, this income was not rental but sponsorship.  In support 
of this, we found an historic 2-page letter (see Annexure B ) on a Vodacom letterhead with a hand-
written date (10 Feb 98) addressed to Phil Culham (erstwhile Chairman of the RRVA) in which it is 
clearly stated on Page 2 that “As the property belongs to the Randburg Town Council, a lease 
agreement will be entered into with them.”  This is followed by the statement that “Should Vodacom 
be successful with this application and construction commences, Vodacom will pay to RRVA 
a monthly donation of R 1 500.00 (one thousand five hundred rand) towards the maintenance 
of the green strip, to be used at the discretion of the RRVA.”   
 

Date “Rental” income received  from Vodacom  
Oct 2016 R 80 310.12 
Dec 2017 R 84 374.40 
Nov 2018 R 88 519.92 

 
Most of this money has historically been allocated to maintenance of the green strip (after the past 
chairman, rightly or wrongly, paid himself 10 % commission of the proceeds).  We have subsequently 
put an end to any director receiving commission for anything.   
 
In conclusion, since the RRVA clearly does not own this land and has never owned this land, we 
cannot accept income from the rental of this land which rightfully belongs to the City of Joburg, the 
registered owner of the land. 
 
Notwithstanding any of the above, we would be delighted to receive ongoing sponsorship from 
Vodacom, for “maintenance of the green strip” and if such sponsorship is received we pledge to use 
(all 100 % of it) it for this intended purpose just as we have done in the past. 
 
Your written response in clarifying each party’s role and in this matter, both historically, currently and 
in future, would be much appreciated. 
 

Yours faithfully 

       11 December 2019 
_______________________      _______________ 
Rod Rankine        Date 
RRVA Chairperson 


